
 
 

 
APA, 5th ed.:  How to Cite Information from Print Sources 

 
 
The citations below are intended as examples of how to cite typical print resources. For more detailed 
information, please consult the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.), 
which is the final authority for questions regarding APA style. The manual is available in the Reference 
Collection or from the Reserve Desk under the call number BF76.7 .P83 2001. 
 

EXAMPLES  
 
The following examples are single-spaced. However, APA style dictates that 
reference list entries must be double-spaced. 
 
 
JOURNAL ARTICLE: each volume paged continuously (APA manual, p. 240) 
 
Rios, A. P. (1993). Spatial perception during adolescence. Social Psychology Quarterly, 10, 

230–237. 
 
 
JOURNAL ARTICLE: each volume paged separately (APA manual, p. 240) 
 
Howell, P. L., & Miller, B. B. (1997). Sources of funding for schools.  Future of Children, 7(3), 

39–50. 
 
 
MAGAZINE ARTICLE (APA manual, p. 241) 
 
Highsmith, S. A. (1997, November 15). Backpacking through the wilderness in Canada.  Travel 

Magazine, 35, 65–70. 
 
 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (APA manual, pp. 242-243) 
 
Campbell, C. (1998, November 10). Sea otters coming back. San Francisco Chronicle, p. A2. 
 
 
BOOK (APA manual, p. 248) 
 
Tufte, E. R. (1983). The visual display of quantitative information. Cheshire, CT: Graphics Press. 
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EDITED BOOK (APA manual, p. 249) 
 
Gibbs, J. T., & Huang, L. N. (Eds.). (1991). Children of color: Psychological interventions with 

minority youth. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
 
 
CHAPTER IN A BOOK (APA manual, p. 252) 
 
Miller, J. E. (1995). Stress and the unborn. In S. J. Clark (Ed.), Psychology of pregnancy (pp. 

157-197). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
 
BOOK, NO AUTHOR OR EDITOR (APA manual, p. 249) 
 
Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary (10th ed.). (1993). Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster. 
 
 
ERIC DOCUMENT (APA manual, p. 257) 
 
Mead, J. V. (1992). Looking at old photographs: Investigating the teacher tales that novice 

teachers bring with them (Report No. NCRTL-RR-92-4). East Lansing, MI: National Center 
for Research on Teacher Learning. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED346082) 

 
 
MASTER’S THESIS COMPLETED AT CSU STANISLAUS (APA manual, pp. 262) 
 
Torres, A. R. (1983). A comparative study of causes for teenage use of alcohol. Unpublished 

master’s thesis, California State University, Stanislaus, Turlock. 
 
 
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION ABSTRACTED IN DAI AND OBTAINED FROM THE 
UNIVERSITY (APA manual, p. 261) 
 
Ross, D. F. (1990). Unconscious transference and mistaken identity: When a witness 

misidentifies a familiar but innocent person from a lineup (Doctoral dissertation, Cornell 
University, 1990). Dissertation Abstracts International, 51, 417. 

 
 
PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS (APA manual, p. 214) 
 
Personal communications may be letters, memos, some electronic communications, personal 
interviews, telephone conversations, and the like. Because they do not provide recoverable data, 
they are not included in the reference list. Cite personal communications in text only. Give the 
initials as well as the surname of the communicator, and provide as exact a date as possible, e.g., 
T. K. Lutes (personal communication, April 18, 2001). 


